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What you need to know 
Why do we have Australian Marine Parks? 
Australia’s natural, cultural and heritage values are unique and 
an essential part of our national identity. Australian Marine 
Parks (AMPs) are one of the largest and most sophisticated 
networks of marine parks in the world. Our AMPs are critical 
to halting the decline and supporting the recovery of 
numerous threatened species. We do this by protecting 
important habitats that support a healthy and productive 
marine environment. 
AMPs provide for sustainable and diverse socio-economic 
activities that support our nation and the communities that 
rely upon these environments.  

What are Australian Marine Parks? 
To protect Australia’s natural, cultural, heritage and socio-
economic values, the Australian Government manages 62 
AMPs within Commonwealth waters (over 5.5 kilometres from 
the coast).  
Zones set out what you can do in marine parks. There are four 
main types of zones: 

• Sanctuary Zone (IUCN Ia) managed primarily for 

scientific research and monitoring 

• National Park Zone (IUCN II) managed to preserve its 

natural condition  

• Habitat Protection Zone (IUCN IV) managed to 

maintain habitats or meet requirements of species, 

including via active intervention 

• Special Purpose / Multiple Use Zone (IUCN VI) 

managed to ensure long-term protection of biological 

diversity while allowing a wider range of activities, 

including petroleum activities 

 

Managing petroleum activities in Australian Marine Parks 
The Director of National Parks (DNP) regulates activities in AMPs in accordance with the 
EPBC Act, EPBC Regulations and marine park management plans. Management plans specify 
what activities are allowed, allowable subject to authorisation and not allowed for specific 
marine park zones in each network.  
Offshore petroleum activities fall within the definition of ‘mining operations’ in the EPBC Act 
and management plans. Under a class approval, NOPSEMA can assess and authorise 
petroleum activities on behalf of DNP in Special Purpose / Multiple Use zones (IUCN VI) 
through an accepted Environment Plan (EP) under the OPGGS Act.  
Petroleum activities in National Park and Habitat Protection zones (IUCN II and IV) are limited 
to the construction and maintenance of pipelines and require separate DNP authorisation 
and a NOPSEMA accepted EP. Proponents and titleholders should endeavour to avoid the 
installation of pipelines in these zones and expect significant scrutiny of any activity 
proposed in these zones.  

 






